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2018 – on-going: Action Research in pre-service language teacher education  

Action research in second language teacher education has proven itself as an effective tool to 
promote an inquiry-based and reflective approach to teacher learning and teaching practice. 
As an investigative activity it promotes a transformative approach to teacher education (Burns 
2015; Farrell & Kennedy 2019; Reason & Bradbury 2013) and thus has the potential to 
strengthen the connection between campus-based courses and field experiences (Zeichner 
2010).  
Within our MEd programme, student teachers of English carry out Action Research projects 
during their Master practicum. The potential of Action Research for student teachers’ 
professional development at university level and its integration into a coherent and efficient 
teacher education programme are at the core of our research interest.  
 
 
2021 – 2022: Action research and field experiences under conditions of emergency remote 
teaching  
 
Because of lockdowns caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, student teachers at Master level 
have had to cope with considerable challenges during field experiences and in connection with 
their action research projects over the last three semesters. The university-based course 
accompanying and scaffolding the student teachers’ learning processes during their field 
experiences had to be adapted accordingly.  
 
Under the given circumstances of continuous remote education (Hodges et al. 2020) 
substantial adaptations for the preparation of student teachers’ action research projects had 
to be undertaken. These adaptations have been framed and designed to promote an 
appropriate approach to teacher education which addresses the growing needs for student 
teachers’ digital competences on a professional level (Caena & Redecker 2019). In an empirical 
study we have started to investigat these innovative adaptations with regard to their potential 
of providing guidance and support for novice action researchers in a setting of online/hybrid 



education. In our ongoing research project the student teachers’ action research reports and 
reflections constitute the basis of our data.  
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March 2021: International Symposium on „Language of Reflection – Reflection of 

Language“ (please, refer to the respective description of the symposium on the 
CELTER homepage for further information)   

 
May 2021: Launch of Action Research Series within CELT Matters, on-going (please, refer 

to CELT Matter on our homepage)  
 


